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PICTURES TAKEN FROM PLANE
FOUND AIDS IN BIRD SQUDIES

Aerial photographing of birds is a valuable
ald in studying flock formations and in determining their rumbers, officials
of the Burean of Biological Survey, United States Department of Agriculture,
have concluded after studying photographs taken on a test flight, January 25.
Surveys from the air, however, can only be supplementery to ground observa-
tions, the ornithologists of the burcau believe, because of the difficulty
in identifying accurately the varlous kinds of birds seen from the air or
ehown in a picture.

The experiment was under the direction of Frederick C. Lincoln, an
ornithologist of the Biological Survey. After talking off from Bolling Field
in an Army photographic plane piloted by Lieut. David W. Goodrich, the party
craised down the Potomac River to near Fort Washington. There Mr. Lincoln
loceted a flock of duclks large anough for the purpose of the oxperimeny, a.nd.
Stact Sérgaant Andrew B. Hatos, of the Army Atr Corps, operating a battery

of aerial cameras, made a geries of photographs, For an hour or more, says

Mr. Iincoln, the plane circled over the birde at altitudes varying from
;.560 to 300 feot, while the cameras recerded the positions and numbers of

the birds, mostly canvasbacks and black ducks, as thoy were feeding on a bed



=

of wild celefy.

The pictures, it was explained, were taken in series. covering the
entire area of water on which the ducks were feeding. After the various
views were developsed they wers then matched and arranged in a mosaic show-
ing in one photograph all the ducks in the flock,

The photographs, the Biological Survey explained, were taken over
an area where the birds regularly congregate in large numbers and should
not be interpreted as representing a general abundance of waterfawl. As
a matter of fact, according to the bureau's estimates, there are less than
half as many ducks this year sven in this rsgion éf concentration as there

were last year.
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